UCM EXPERIENCING GROWING PAINS

April 2010 Update
As United Christian Missions continues to grow in Nicaragua so does its influence and its need to constantly grow and adjust to the demands of an ever evolving ministry.
“As the ministry continues to grow”, reports David Webb, the ministry’s president,  “it makes us realize more and more how we are completely dependent upon our Lord for directions and provisions to meet the opportunities He is placing before us. I am  thankful that where God guides He provides. We are extremely grateful for those whose hearts He has touched and are supporting us with their prayers, encouragement and financial support.”
The enrollment of UCM’s School of Pastoral Leadership continues to grow with interest being shown from pastors in neighboring countries. The goal of the school is to provide pastors the opportunity to receive theological training and resources in an effort to be more effective in winning the lost and discipling new Christians. The pastors have experienced God’s call upon their lives and are hungry for training.
The enrollment for the pastor’s school has been temporarily limited to 250 pastors until commitments of annual funding are supplied to enable additional growth. When a pastor is accepted into the school UCM’s commits to provide the pastor’s church with Bibles after he completes four sessions. The vast majority of the churches’ members cannot afford Bibles.
A new “Church Mission Team’s Division” is being developed to coordinate mission trips that will enable churches in the states to undertake specific mission projects as identified and verified by UCM staff. The churches selected will be initially identified through the pastor’s school. As these churches and their needs are identified and verified through UCM personnel in Nicaragua, mission teams from churches in the states will be sought to partner with a particular church or group of churches.

UCM’s  Educate a Child program continues to grow and efforts are already being made to prepare for the large influx of new students expected in the program at the beginning of 2011. When the new year rolls around volunteer personnel will be needed to process the information on the children and to help with communicating with the child’s sponsor. 

With the growth of the program also comes the need to expand the headquarters in Nicaragua.  UCM ‘s  leadership will be searching for a new location when it accompanies the June 2010 Mission Team to Nicaragua. 
Please pray for the June Mission team departing on June 18. The team will be ministering in several churches, a nursing home, the prison, assisting with the Educate a Child program, distributing food and medicine and will participate in various ways in the pastor’s school. Please pray for our growing pastor’s school and the pastors, our Educate a Child program and the children and for the many churches that need to receive Bibles and other resources.

