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NICARAGUA MISSION TRIP UPDATE

Upheld by much prayer by many individuals and church families and led by the Holy Spirit, along with designated funds in hand to accomplish the mission endeavors scheduled, a united group of eight individuals accomplished only what God knew was possible. Members of the June 2008 UCM Team were Tammy Bass and her son Jonathan,  Katie Bryant, Rev. Luis Rivas, Shawn and Rebecca Sisk and Rev. David and Nancy Webb. The team was aided by much advanced planning by UCM’ Nicaragua Field Coordinator, Rod Evertsz.

During the trip many individuals received Jesus Christ. Our ministry does not focus on counting professions of faith for only God can judge the hearts of individuals. Our goal is to provide the opportunity and to better equip the local churches to do the work of evangelism and provide much needed discipleship training. UCM’s goal is to provide the training and resources for locally trained pastors and laity who know the language and culture to be actively in the field working for Jesus Christ everyday.

The following is a quick overview of the mission activities accomplished:

· Delivered food, smiles and hugs to the nursing home in the name of  “Jesus Who Cares”.

· Provided funding and programming materials for the local all Christian radio station in Jinotega. We were provided on-air time to share our mission, goals and to discuss  UCM’ new School for Pastors.

· Purchased food for needy families and watched it be presented by their pastor in their homes.

· Secured medicine for families identified by pastors.

· Shared the gospel in public school classrooms and passed out gospel tracts to each student.

· Participated in 7 worship services with preaching, testimonies, singing and even guitar playing by Shawn and Jonathan. 

· Provided flashlights and batteries for all the Department of Jinotega police and prison personnel as well as hand restraints since they have no handcuffs for those they arrest. Provided funding for repair of jail doors to alleviate overcrowding of cells. Provided care packages and New Testaments to inmates and held services with many making professions of faith.

· 38 pastors attended UCM’s School for Pastors. Rev. Luis Rivas, a well-known Hispanic pastor in Raleigh who has 15 nationalities in his church, was greeted and received enthusiastically by the pastors. Due to the extreme poverty of the pastors, UCM donors provided transportation, meals, lodging, textbooks and supplies for the very appreciative evangelical pastors from several denominations. While there were many differences in their methodology they were united in their love for Jesus Christ and present him as the only means of salvation. They were unified in their need to present the gospel, provide discipleship training and support one another.  The agreement of the group in identifying their major purpose was an inspiration to all of us. 

* Sadly, only one of the 38 pastors had a study Bible, only one had a Bible dictionary 

   and only one had a commentary. UCM committed to providing McArthur Study 

               Bibles for all 38 pastors.

All 38 pastors signed an “Agreement of Understanding” and provided “Pastor and Church Data  Sheets” that are necessary for UCM to present their church as a possible candidate for a church in the U.S. to sponsor.

A”Sponsoring Church” in the U.S. will provide funding for Bibles, discipleship training materials, gospel tracts and other verifiable and documented needs as it is led to sponsor. A representative from a “Sponsoring Church” is encouraged to go on a UCM mission trip and see first hand the needs of the church.

Another attempt to grow the church and assist children in the churches is accomplished through UCM’  “Educate a Child” program.  Eighty percent of the children are unable to go to school past the 6th grade because they cannot afford the uniforms. Many of the younger children cannot attend for the same reason. During the trip we visited many homes of children who had been chosen by their churches to receive a sponsorship.  It was amazing to see the dirt floors, cardboard walls and conditions that must be seen to believe. Team members got to participate in seeing the before and after smiles of the children.

Five sessions of Vacation Bible School were conducted with children from 3 churches and the community at two different locations. Each day the crowds grew greater. Rebecca Sisk developed a curriculum based upon “The Fruits of the Spirit” and not only led the schools but taught the pastor’s wives as well so they could go back and hold VBS in their churches. She was actively assisted by  Shawn, Tammy and Jonathan, and Nancy along with members of the churches and the pastor’s wives.

Tammy Bass, did an outstanding job of providing rich and powerful Bible studies for the pastor’s wives while their husband’s were attending the School for Pastors.

Land was also purchased, due to the generosity of a UCM donor. In January 2009, a UCM’ team is scheduled to begin construction of the Elizabeth Baptist Church at WiWiLi.  If you would like to be part of this team, please contact us. 

During Thursday night’s service at Shaloam Baptist Church the team presented a generator, a Bibles for every family in the church and teacher and children’s Sunday School material for every child in the church to cover a full year. Baseball equipment collected by Patterson Grove Baptist Church was also presented. These items were dedicated to God and were made possible by caring donors to this ministry. 

“Skills for Life” tool kits were assembled that will be provided to church members identified by their pastors. Recipients are to use the kits to provide for needs of church members, for the upkeep of a church facility if one is present, and then use the tools to earn a living. Nicaragua has a 70% unemployment rate.

Katie Bryant, a professional photographer, from Shelby, NC captured the images that will forever be a part of the lives of the team members. While the images do not capture the touch, the feel and the sounds that make the captivating images real, her photos cause us all to count our blessings and remind us all that “to whom much is given is much required.”

Please continue to pray and seek the heart of God as to how you can become greater involved in providing prayer, hope and assistance. Spread the news “God is using this ministry for His glory” to change not only the lives of those who are helped but the lives of those who are helping. In the words of Pastor Luis Rivas, “Gloria Alleulia”.

Please Consider the Following:

· Joining us on one of our 2009 mission trips: January 9 -16 and June 12-20

· Enlisting the support of a friend, Sunday School class or church group

· Inviting  us to give a program at your church, civic club or at a home gathering of friends

· Encouraging your church to consider becoming a “Sponsorship Church” for a needy church in Nicaragua

· Praying daily that UCM will join God in the ways and places He would have us join Him

