January 2009 Update
The last week in February will be an exciting time for United Christian Missions. Children from several churches in Nicaragua will become officially sponsored “Educate A Child” recipients. The selection process will have been completed; photos will have been taken and children will go to school with new uniforms.

The formal training process for pastors and church leaders will also be underway which will assist the pastors and churches in providing the two hours of spiritual training each week that sponsored children will receive this year. UCM’s Educate a Child sponsorship program partners with church selected children to assist their parents and the children in receiving formal education. A gift of $150.00 provides 3 sets of uniforms, 2 pair of shoes, 6 pair of socks, book bag, school supplies, dictionary, Bible and 2 hours of spiritual training each week through their church. The majority of the children cannot afford the required school uniforms. 

The Educate A Child program has hundreds of children that need sponsorships. Individuals, families and churches or church groups are encouraged to consider sponsoring these needy children. The combination of spiritual training through the churches and formal training in the public schools not only benefits the children but also it helps grow churches as well.

The UCM School of Pastoral Leadership will also be offering it’s second round of classes during this February trip. The enrollment is growing at a rapid pace with pastors traveling many hours on dusty dirt roads and paths to the city of Jinotega. As of late January 89 pastors had pre-registered. If the number who registered are actually able to complete the classes, that will mean the enrollment will have tripled since June of 2008.

The School of Pastoral Leadership brings together pastors from across northern Nicaragua to major on the teaching that “salvation is found in none other than Jesus Christ”. Pastors are encouraged to unite their hearts under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and to major on evangelism and discipleship. The openness of the pastors and churches to major on the teachings of Jesus Christ and to minor on their differences is allowing the Holy Spirit the freedom to perform marvelous works.

Pastors and churches are being identified through the “School of Pastoral Leadership”

who are in special need of assistance. Many pastors and churches are in need of ”Pastoral 

Scholarships”, Pastoral Sponsorships and Church Sponsorships.  For $300.00 per year a pastor can receive a year of Biblically based pastoral training. This provides their meals, lodging, travel expenses, textbooks, study Bibles, Bible dictionaries and/or Bible commentaries. Most pastors only have a simple Bible with no helps and most have very little formal training. The average yearly income in Nicaragua is $450.00 per year. The pastors simply could not afford the training if they had to pay for it. Generous donors have made the school possible but the need is surpassing our funds. Your help is urgently needed.

Plans will also be formalized on this trip to build a church at WiWiLi. Since the project was undertaken the size of the building needed has tripled to meet the needs of this fast growing church. UCM is committed to sending a team led by George Ledford, Hands On Missions’ experienced international construction supervisor. Please begin praying about joining this mission team. Dates for this trip will be announced in March. You can go to www.UnitedChristianMissions.org  and click on “Latest News” to learn of the dates or e-mail ucm@UnitedChristianMissions.org for the details. Also, we still have openings for our June 12-20 trip. Ask God if He would have you join us.

Please pray for Dr. Larry Phillips, a former missionary to Peru and now the senior consultant for the Hispanic ministry of the Baptist State Convention as he leads the School of Pastoral Leadership on this trip. Pray for the children and churches that are receiving assistance. Pray for the “Skills for Life” recipients of tool kits. Pray most of all that God will be honored in all we do and that we will join Him by doing the things He would have us to do in the way He would have us do them.

Last of all pray and support Hands On Missions who has allowed us to partner with them in international missions. Thank you for your prayers, words of encouragement and support.
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