UNITED CHRISTIAN MISSIONS
January 2010 Mission Trip Update

With every passing month UCM is reaching out further “providing hope and changing lives”.  As the ministry continues to grow, God is enabling many to receive new hope in Christ and visible demonstrations of His love.
Take pastor Saloman for example who shared his testimony in our pastor’s school in Jinotega last month. Although pastoring his church since 1992, he never dreamed he would be able to receive training on how to be a better prepared and more effective pastor until United Christian Missions gave him the opportunity. Saloman prayed for years that God would make it possible for him to get a Bible dictionary because he could never afford to buy one. He said “I wanted to better understand God’s Word and for me it was a miracle from God when the school provided us pastors with Bible dictionaries. Thank God and thank the people in America who gave to make it possible.”
UCM’s School of Pastoral Leadership’s enrollment has grown from 28 pastors in June 2008 to 245 pastors in January 2010.  Rev. Luis Rivas, UCM’s Director of Nicaragua’s School of Pastoral Leadership along with Rev. Pablo Juarez, pastor of the First Hispanic Baptist Church of Sanford, NC taught classes of 185 students. The pastors so eager for knowledge could not write fast enough. Each newly enrolled pastor in January’s classes received a Study Bible. Those beginning their second sessions received Bible Dictionaries and those beginning their third sessions received a Bible commentary. Those pastors who completed four sessions of classes received a Bible for every family in their churches.
Wednesday night’s worship service at the pastor’s school led by Rev. Webb, UCM president, saw an auditorium full of pastor’s on their knees before God confessing their sins and preparing their lives to share communion with one another. It was a “God Moment” to say the least. After observing the Lord’s Supper together, those same pastors along with the mission team joined hands and lifted our hearts to God. The presence of the Holy Spirit led us all to surmise that this is probably somewhat like heaven will be when all God’s children lift our hearts in praise to our loving Savior and Lord.

In those moments we all looked at who unites us and not our differences. His name was, is and forever will be “Jesus Christ”. When we left that building we left truly as United Christians on Mission for Jesus.
Another awesome experience was seeing pastors with boxes of Bibles carrying the Word of God back to families in their churches who do not have a Bible.  Team member Myron George reminded us of how making God’s word available will change lives in ways we cannot even imagine.  Myron said, “Just think about finally having a word from God in your hands, in your heart and on your lips.” Those Bibles represent to many their most prized possession. 
With February comes the start of a new school year and dozens of Educate a Child children are in need of sponsors. Much time was spent by the January mission trip team visiting homes and seeing first hand the great need for child sponsors.  UCM’s Field staff drove us to a mountainside and took us to the homes made mostly of black plastic where many of the children are living and are in need of sponsors. Nancy Webb, vice-president of UCM and Educate a Child Executive Director went from house to house with other team members and a UCM staff member talking to parents about the program and their responsibilities. Dozens of children were approved and information obtained for their new sponsors. Team members were like ants on an ant hill scurrying about playing with children and sharing smiles and hugs from Jesus.
One of the highlights of the trip was seeing a group of Educate a Child children from the mountain all dressed up in their uniforms enjoying a warm nutritious meal. Many of the children volunteered to sing for the team. Oh the smiles that cross our faces as we remember those children blindfolded swinging at a piñata filled with candy after team member Janice Paris shared a devotional with them. We will never forget Rev. Barry Fisher, who made the children laugh and forget for a while some of their hardships. He also preached a powerful message at one of the churches.
The team visited the prison and talked with the commanders to determine if there were needs the team could fulfill. To alleviate overcrowding in cells, secure locks were purchased for jail doors whose locks were broken. Light bulbs for the prison were purchased. A donated computer was presented to the commander. Bibles and blankets were provided for the prison. Prisoners had nothing but cement bunk beds in the cold cells. The cells that were made for four prisoners housed up to a dozen per cell. After sharing God’s word with the prisoners decisions were made and lives were forever changed.
Retired nurse, Donna Ohmstead was right at home in the nursing home. Before the week was out the team provided much needed medicine, food, and cleaning supplies. Team members visited and shared with residents while UCM staff translated. Many prayers were shared and God comforted those who have little reason to hope. An ample supply of seed and garden utensils were bought for the nursing home so they could grow and harvest their own food.

Every day was a blessing. On Saturday, our team traveled to WiWiLi to worship in the new Elizabeth Baptist Church made possible by generous UCM donors who provided the funds for the building materials. The church was filled with smiling children because most of their parents were away picking coffee in the heart of the coffee season. They were so excited to have a place to worship God and we were excited for them and this writer believes “God smiled also”.
From leading worship services in six different churches to buying a bed for a poor family God was at work.  The “January 2010 Mission Team” like all others before relished being used by God.  How can strangers from across North Carolina come together and 8 days later become life long friends. It’s a “God thing”. And, as is always true of mission teams we received much more than we gave.
