UCM Team Nicaragua -- June 2009

Report


The prayer of every mission trip sponsored by UCM is “Lord help us join you in the places you would have us be, doing the things you would have us do, in the ways you would have us do them.” At the wrap up team meeting of UCM Team Nicaragua-June 2009 the feeling was simply “Wow, how did we do all we did?”  The answer was clear to us all. We didn’t, God did. 


UCM founders’ Rev. David and Nancy Webb were joined by Rev. Luis and Marlene Rivas of Raleigh,  Shawn and Rebecca Sisk of Shelby, Kimberly McDaniel of Kings Mountain, Lauren Darst of Fallston, Laura Greenway of Rutherfordton and Adam Fisher of Boiling Springs. The personal “God moments” are too numerous to share but hopefully the following will provide a glimpse into a fulfilling week of ministry.


UCM’s School of Pastoral Leadership added 37 new pastors in June with the enrollment now climbing to 124 pastors. As a result, over 750 meals were served and 160 nights of lodging were provided. The school’s biblically sound, Christ centered reputation is leading to steep increases in enrollment each January and June.  This requires ever growing contributions to support this ministry. 


Study Bibles, Bible dictionaries and commentaries were provided for the 100 pastors who pre-registered.  Our promise to provide Bibles and study helps for the other pastors will be met as additional funding is received from our donors who help prepare ministers for service.  Rev. Luis Rivas, the lead UCM pastoral school teacher, taught classes on “Becoming a Missions’ Minded Church” and “Pastoral Ethics”.  Rev. Webb preached to the assembled pastors on being “Ready, Willing and Able to be God’s Servants”.


Several team members, along with the Educate A Child Founder Nancy Webb and Educate A Child Field Coordinator Thelfra Zeledon, made school and home visits to “Educate A Child” recipients. Nancy especially remembers the 15 year old girl who had tears of thanks streaming down her face when told she qualified to receive a sponsorship. New churches for the Educate A Child program were identified and “new work” areas were visited. On July 15 an all-day Pastor and Teacher Training Seminar was led at UCM’s Field Office by UCM Field Teachers Rev. Manolo and Tanya Lozado.


Nursing home residents smiled ear-to-ear when Lauren, Kimberly, Laura, Rebecca and Adam showed off their puppeteer skills. That needy nursing home was given a huge supply of food and medicines provided by individuals and churches in the states. The medicine cabinet was empty and food was almost non-existent when the UCM team unexpectedly arrived. The nursing home did not even have a working blood pressure monitor. Funding received from Shawn and Rebecca’s family and friends and Zoar Baptist Church provided a washing machine for the nursing home.


Toiletry supplies and Bibles were hand delivered by the team to the inmates at the prison in Jinotega.  God’s plan of salvation was shared and seven inmates publicly stepped forward in front of their fellow inmates to accept Jesus.  Raincoats were purchased for part of the police force and the commander of the prison was presented a used donated laptop.  During our trip to the prison, our group prayed with the police force that patrols the city of Jinotega and one of the largest land areas in Nicaragua.


The Vacation Bible School team was led by Rebecca Sisk, an energetic and talented Spanish speaker. VBS was held at Nueva Esperanza  (New Hope) Church in the morning and Hebron Baptist Church in the afternoon.  On Thursday night, Hebron Church was filled to capacity and overflowed into the yard as children watched the Puppet Team composed of Shawn, Laura, Lauren, Kimberly, Marlene and Adam.


UCM’s executive director was asked to greet a large crowd for Shalom Baptist Church's 22nd anniversary and the installation of their new pastor.  The president of the Nicaragua Baptist Convention and the Associational Missionary for the North West Region of Nicaragua publicly thanked UCM for providing  the funds for building materials for Elizabeth Baptist Church in WiWiLi. The building is in Phase 2, being made possible by generous UCM donors.


Marlene Rivas sang and led in congregational worship in three different churches.  Then, her husband Luis powerfully preached God’s word.  Marlene also led a pastor’s wives conference while the pastors were attending classes. Team members Laura and Lauren touched all our hearts with their testimonies at a packed church on Monday night.  Even the ladies on our team held one or two children each. Others, except for a few elderly and mothers with infants, stood shoulder to shoulder for nearly three hours of worship. 


Radio Jireh, an all-Christian programming FM radio station which UCM helps support, provided Luis Rivas the opportunity to conduct live interviews of UCM team members. Radio Jireh, a struggling FM station, reaches a surrounding population of approximately 400,000. A donation of $15 will provide the funds for a day’s operation.  Executive director David Webb, while meeting with Jinotega’s mayor, was able to share the purpose of UCM on two additional radio stations and on TV before praying with Jinotega’s baseball team and the new players trying out for the team.


Bibles for the four churches that were most recently added to the “Educate A Child” program were presented. Part of the team was able to visit and inspect a “Special Needs School” for children. The group was impressed with the genuine love and care with which the children were provided.  The team was also invited to a concert and reception at Jinotega’s Music School. Lauren, Shawn and Rebecca were honored guests because of their close ties with the music school.


On Thursday afternoon, the team repackaged a truck load of donor-supplied food into 215 individual bags. The individual bags of rice, beans and corn meal were delivered to a hillside full of homes made mostly of black plastic.  Though rain had been forecast all week , we had been blessed with beautiful weather. However, on this afternoon God sent a hard, steady rain.  So, the team split  into four groups and went with a Spanish speaker to the homes , delivering the food “in the name of Jesus who wanted them to know He loved them.” The rain prevented large crowds from gathering and enabled home visits to be made.  This impressed  the recipients that Jesus must love them if strangers would deliver food to them under these conditions.  To keep the groups provided with food, God gave Adam strength as he continuously trudged up and down the mountain loaded with backpacks on his back and front.  This demonstrated his servant’s heart.


The team felt God’s presence in an unspeakable way.  Even with a swollen sprained ankle, Kimberly McDaniel showed her determination carrying food up to the teams. Shawn Sisk provided experienced team leadership all week, organizing team members to go in many different directions simultaneously.  Upon seeing this mission team in action on Thursday afternoon team leader David Webb said, “It’s one thing to see a hungry hurting world from a distance, but this team chose to enter the homes of those in that world in the name of Jesus.”  The team left a lasting impression not only with those on the mountain, but in the mind and heart of Jesus.

