October 2008 Update

According to UCM Nicaragua Field Coordinator, Rev. Ignacio Ruiz, word of the successful beginning of UCM’s School of Pastoral Leadership that began in June 2008 has spread quickly. Enrollment expectations are high for the second session slated to begin starting February 2, 2009.  As of October 15, Rev. Ruiz was already projecting an enrollment of 60 pastors for the February classes.

David Webb of United Christian Missions said, “With great opportunities come great needs. I have never seen pastors so eager to learn. Nor, have I ever seen such great need. The needs are so great that we have assumed the responsibility of providing most of the funds. We don’t want a pastor to have to choose between whether to go to school to learn how to be a better servant of God or whether to provide food for his family.”

In June 38 pastors registered for the two classes. Of the 28 pastors who received certificates for successful class completions only 1 had a study Bible, only one had a Bible dictionary and only one had a commentary.  The pastor’s spouses also attended and were taught by Rebecca Sisk how to teach Vacation Bible School and Tammy Bass led the pastor’s wives in their own Bible study. Most of the pastor’s were so poor that most of their wives did not even possess a Bible.

In many of the churches the pastor is the only one who has a Bible.  Very few churches have any Sunday School literature or discipleship literature.  Due to the generosity of two UCM donors all the pastors received John McArthur Spanish Study Bibles in July and August.

A gift of $150 will provide lodging, meals, two textbooks, class supplies and either a Study Bible, a Bible Dictionary or a Bible Commentary per pastor for the February classes. A gift of $300 will sponsor a pastor for both sessions for a year. Through UCM’ School of Pastoral Leadership pastors and churches with the greatest needs are identified. It is the goal of UCM that Bibles can be made available to every church so that each church member can have a Bible. 

Of the 28 churches represented by its pastor in the last session only two churches had any Sunday School or Discipleship material. Another goal of UCM is to eventually secure enough funds so that every church can be provided with Sunday School and/or Discipleship material. 

Public school classes for children will be ending in November with a new school year beginning in February. Now would be a good time for individuals, families and Sunday School classes or church mission groups to sponsor a child through UCM’ Educate A Child sponsorship program. Each sponsor will receive a photograph and data sheet of their sponsored child and yearly updates.

A gift of $150 per year will enable a child to receive 3 white shirts, 3 blue pants or skirts, 2 pairs of shoes, 6 pairs of socks, 1 back pack, 24 three ring workbooks, pens, pencils, a Bible, a dictionary and two hours of weekly spiritual training through the local church that identifies the child. School uniforms are required. Eighty percent of children are unable to attend school past the 6th grade because they cannot afford the uniforms and/or they have to go to work.

The next mission trip is scheduled for January 30 – February 7. Another mission trip is planned for June 12-20, 2009. Please continue to pray for UCM that we will join the Lord in the places he would have us to be doing the things He would have us do. If you would like to know more about a mission trip or how you can support UCM or have a UCM representative present a program for your church or civic group please contact us at 828-433-7552 or e-mail us at UCM@unitedchristianmissions.org. 
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