United Christian Missions

July 2010 Update

UCM’s School of Pastoral Leadership has grown from an enrollment of 28 pastors in June 2008 to 382 pastors in June, 2010. There were 318 pastors in attendance for the June classes. Pastors travelled the length of the country to attend the classes. We completely booked every hotel in Jinotega and served over 2100 meals to those traveling in for the classes.

A total of 318 study Bibles, Bible dictionaries or commentaries were provided. Also, 1727 Bibles were distributed to the churches whose pastors had completed their fourth session of classes. That represents 1727 families that now have a Bible in their homes that previously could not afford to purchase a Bible. Many pastors requested a Bible for their spouses because they could not afford to buy one. Nearly 3000 Bibles for families will be needed for the classes beginning in February. Requests from all over the country are coming in requesting that we come to their areas to teach the pastors. We are formulating a plan to conduct classes in other areas of the country in the upcoming year.

Rev. Martin Irias whose native country is Nicaragua but who was in America for eight years working and studying has returned to Nicaragua and has accepted the position of National Director of United Christian Missions for Nicaragua. The creation of this new position was necessary to coordinate the different mission efforts of UCM. The other employees in Nicaragua will now report to Martin. He will oversee the growing evangelism and discipleship opportunities, UCM’s School of Pastoral Leadership as well as the Educate a Child program, prison ministry and nursing home ministry. He will be actively preaching and teaching as well.

The Educate a Child program continues to grow and along with it the need to purchase to purchase uniforms, shoes, and other items in bulk quantities in different sizes. Thus, during our mission trip in June we rented a new location which has tripled the size of our previous location. The ministry offices are close to the hotel where the mission teams stay while in the country.

The June 2010 mission team led by David and Nancy consisted of newcomers Amanda Hinson, Cam Scism and her daughter Sarah who turned 13 while on the trip and was the recipient of a birthday party in her honor. Veteran mission team members Laura Greenway, Lauren Darst, Adam Fisher and  Luis and Marlene Rivas and new UCM employee Martin Irias completed the team make-up.

The team participated in all aspects of the ministry. The Vacation Bible School team of Lauren, Laura, Cam, Sarah and Adam taught mornings and afternoons in two different churches. Marlene Rivas led a Women’s Conference for women of the area in another church.

Flashlights, hand ties and Bibles were provided the police force. Toiletry items, snacks and new testaments were provided the prisoners. Seven inmates made professions of faith in the services held at the prison. The electrical repairs being provided will provide greater security for inmates and guards alike. The nursing home in Jinotega received badly needed food and medicine.

A party was held for 60 of the newer children in the Educate a Child program. The children received evangelism bracelets and spiritual training at the first of the party. Children who never eat ice cream or have had the opportunity to try to break open a piñata were all smiles. Each child carried back to their homes packets of badly needed food that the team had assembled. The food and party was provided by the generosity of a UCM donor.

The above is the big picture breakdown of some of the latest news. However, it is the sights and sounds of the personal lives that the ministry touches that makes it all worthwhile. For instance, it was the tears of the mother of two of the Educate a Child children whom Nancy took to an ordinary eating place and her comment that “she was so happy because she never thought she would have the experience of eating in a restaurant with her children”.

Helping a mother of two other Educate a Child girls move to the house of a lady for whom the mother worked who was providing them a room to live was heart rendering. Seeing her pack up all their worldly belongings in two small boxes and a bag and seeing where they slept on box springs on a dirt floor in her sister’s house with the slats showing and covered only by a piece of cloth leaves a lasting impressions. The team was helping this God fearing and Christ honoring woman and her two Christian daughters relocate from a dangerous community. The realization that in one suitcase we took with us to Nicaragua was more than all this mother and her daughters possessed in the world was a sobering thought.

The theme of UCM is “providing hope…..changing lives”. God is using this ministry to provide hope and change lives. We exist because of God’s guidance and blessing and because of the prayers and financial support received from the friends of the ministry. 

If you would like a free CD about UCM’s ministry, contact us in one of the following ways:

United Christian Missions, PO Box 1038, Boiling Springs, NC 28017

Call: 704-434-9047 or e-mail us at UCM@unitedchristianmissions.org
