     UNITED CHRISTIAN MISSIONS

 Benefits of Becoming a United Christian Missions 

Supporter or Sponsoring Church

UCM provides the supporter an opportunity to know just exactly how their donated funds are used. Every dollar given is used 100% for the need for which it is designated. 

· UCM’s leadership team and our Nicaragua field coordinators verify each request for assistance and provide on the field support even when the donor is unable to be on the mission field. The field coordinators report on all projects and people assisted.

· Local pastors and churches that are in agreement with UCM’s “Statement of Beliefs” utilize your mission dollars.

· UCM and its Nicaragua field coordinators identify the needs of the local churches and facilitate mission team visits.

· UCM sponsors mission trips to Nicaragua, which enables individuals to go and see first hand the great needs that exist. The trips enable individuals to then provide Holy Spirit inspired mission activities in the life of the individual and in turn, those they touch, as a result of their mission trip. Often a pastor or church leader joins a UCM mission team to experience international missions up close and personal.

· The generally accepted standard is that the majority of the children in Nicaragua cannot go to school past the 6th grade because they cannot afford to do so. With UCM’s “Educate a Child” program a donor can literally change a life and know it is being done under the supervision of the local church. Each child receives encouragement and biblically based training from supportive Christians each week during the school year. Sponsors will be provided the name of the child and a fact sheet on the child with yearly updates. The program is administered in such a way so as not to cause jealousy and division within the church. Personal information of donors will not be shared with recipients. 

· Whenever possible UCM funds are spent doing business with members of local churches and they are asked to tithe to their church on the money earned.

· UCM dollars are spent in such a way to enhance the local church’s ministry and not to promote UCM or foreign dependence.

· UCM works to keep mission trip expenses affordable and organized. However, it does not fund mission trips. Each mission trip participant is responsible for securing their own funding.

· Only funds that are designated for operating expenses are used for operating expenses thus allowing each dollar designated otherwise to be used as designated. Any funds solicited for operating expenses are identified as such.

· Providing scholarship assistance for pastors to attend the School of Pastoral Leadership is a priority of UCM. It is the belief of the ministry that by providing superb training for local “God called” native pastors who know the language and culture that more individuals can be won to Christ and churches can grow more quickly. Mission dollars can be multiplied in this way. When full-time missionaries are in place, it is the goal of UCM to work with and enhance their mission efforts.

· By working through UCM, individual donors, families, organizations, charities and established evangelical churches can know for sure how their mission dollars are spent. The goal of UCM is not to provide all the assistance for the local church but to serve as an enabler to help it grow and multiply.

· The goal of UCM is not to control the local church in its Holy Spirit’s led mission but to be a facilitator and provide accountability for the individuals and churches that are providing financial assistance.

· United Christian Missions was founded on the belief that the local church, wherever it may be, should be the primary instrument of evangelism and discipleship. Therefore, in an effort to bolster the local church, it is not the intent of UCM to encourage Nicaraguan church members to leave their homeland. 

· In sharing needs that can be met by donations, it is not the intent of UCM to encourage support for its mission efforts at the expense of support for the donor’s local church.

